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Role of the Coroner
It is the responsibility of the Coroner to learn the
manner and cause of death through review of medical 
records and/or talking with doctors or family members
to understand any health issues.  A coroner inspects 
the place of death, and may search for or collect 
evidence.  With the support of Coroner’s Physicians
and the Medical Examiner’s O�ce, the Coroner decides 
if an autopsy is needed to understand the cause of 
death.  The coroner also begins the death certi�cate 
�ling process. 

Role of Police
Police O�cers investigate a death scene to determine 
whether or not a crime has been committed.

Role of the Funeral Director
Funeral Directors assist families by transporting the 
body of the deceased to a funeral home, or the 
medical examiner’s o�ce if an autopsy is needed. They 
help families make a plan for funeral arrangements, 
including burial or cremation. They support and guide 
families though this di�cult time. Funeral Directors also 
help to complete the death certi�cate.

Autopsy reports are to be released by the O�ce of 
the County Clerk with written permission of the 
Coroner in the following circumstances: 

SPOUSE OF THE DECEASED 
Autopsy reports shall be made available upon 
presentation of a valid photo identi�cation*, issued 
by a US government entity, a valid marriage license* 
or death certi�cate*, and a notarized Chautauqua 
County Request for Autopsy Report.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ESTATE
OF THE DECEASED 
Autopsy reports shall be made available upon 
presentation of a valid photo identi�cation*, issued 
by a US government entity, and valid letters of 
administration or letters testamentary* issued by
the Surrogate Court. 

NEXT OF KIN OF THE DECEASED 
Autopsy reports shall be made available, upon 
presentation of a valid photo identi�cation* issued 
by a government entity, presentation of a death 
certi�cate of the deceased*, and submission of a 
notarized AFFIDAVIT OF KINSHIP establishing that 
they are next of kin.  
See back panel for Next of Kin  legal ranking system.

If a request falls within any of these situations, the 
O�ce of the County Clerk, with written permission 
of the Coroner, has authority to release a copy of an
autopsy report. All other requests must be denied. 

All forms to request an autopsy report can be 
found on the Coroner webpage online at: 

              www.CHQHHS.com

Guidelines for Release 
of Autopsy Reports

Spouse– Always

Child– Always, unless parental rights were 
terminated via adoption.

Grandchild– When the child/parent who the 
decedent/grandchild have in common is deceased. 

Great Grandchild– When the decedent had none
of the above surviving at the time of death.

Parent– When the decedent had none of the 
above surviving at the time of death.

Sibling-  When the decedent had none of the 
above surviving at the time of death. This applies 
to full and half, but not step siblings. 

Grandparent- When the decedent had none of 
the above surviving at the time of death.

Other relatives– If none of the above apply, other 
relatives may be Next of Kin . Call the Law 
Department if more information is needed. 

Legal Next of Kin
Ranking System

We are very sorry for your loss. 
We hope this guide will provide
some assistance to you in the 
coming days.




